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unexampled infamy of a crime committed in the
presence of the King and in violation of his plighted
word, but he too felt that even in such a cause, Eng-
land could not venture to quarrel with her only ally.

It is not probable that Catherine quickly realised
how completely her master-stroke had failed in at-
taining the result she expected in France. The
Huguenots were stunned for a space by the violence
of the blow. The death of the Admiral and of so
many of their leading men threw the organisation
of the party out of gear. Many who had joined the
Protestants from interested motives abandoned a
cause which they considered desperate; others af-
fected to see in this disaster the judgment of heaven,
and followed Navarre and Cond6 to Mass. Nothing
but a conviction of the hopelessness of further re-
sistance could have induced La Noue, the Knight
without reproach, the Bayard of his party, to be-
come the agent of the murderers of his friends and
to undertake the task of persuading La Rochelle to
admit a royal garrison.

But friends and enemies were soon to learn that
though the effect of the massacre on the Huguenot
party was great, it had done little to break their
spirit, or even to diminish their power of resistance.
Most of the powerful nobles to whom they had
looked up as their leaders had been slaughtered,
others had conformed to Romanism. After 1572
the popular element predominated in the Huguenot
assemblies. The struggle which the Bourbons and
the Chatillons had begun was continued by the
citizens of La Rochelle and Montauban, of Sancerre